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THOUGHTS ON EMIGRATION. ah 
To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner, & Workman's Advocate. 
Srr,—Emigtation seems to be the all-absorbing sub- | 
ject with potters at the present time. 
chief topic of conversation at the inns, in the market, in | 
the workshops, and in the chief places of concourse : | 
and no doubt, Sir, but that there are many strange 1o- } 
tions and ideas entertained about this great project, as 
well gs many conjectures, and conclusions come to, as to | 
what will be the final result of this great stir amongst | 
potters. One man expresses his doubts as to whether | 
the potters will go,thrbugh with it or not; another sur- 
mises that the leading men will work the matter up to a 
certain, but sure, point for themselves, and then play a| 
game at “twist ;” and rifle all the other members, and | 
so break confidence down again ; while another puts on 
& very grave, but thoughtful, countenance, and begins 
to predict the complete ruin of the potting business in 
this country; “ for,” says he, “ potters are not likely to 
become farmers. It would soon kill most of them. In- 
deed, this is not their intention, for they have got to 
know that there are both clay and coals in America, and 
they intend to make pots, I’m sure,” Others are afraid 
that those who are silly enough to be sent there, will find 
themselves awfully deceived, and will have cient 
when it is too late. Andy . sort of per- 
sons, who are always lod at the side of any 
plan or measure, proposed for ever such a good purpose, 
there are some who will neither spare colour nor pains to 
present matters to others, accordimg to their own taste 
or liking, and to throw every obstacle in the way, that 
they possibly can. They will collect together all the | 
defects of a person's previous life, who may be taking a 
lead, and making himself active, in for ing a cause, 
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be it never so good, and cast it before him, in order to 
impede his progress, by lowering him in the estimation of 


others; or else, they will deprecate his abilities, and 


pronounce him inefficient to conduct, or manage, matters 
Others they 
will deery, and set down as wild, extreme, subversive, 
reckless spoliators of all order and stability in society. 
Now, Mr Editor, without going any further into this 


| strain of surmising and conjecturing, let us just examine, 


and settle these objections, &c. First, we would ask, 
why any doubts should exist in any man’s mind, as to 
whether the potters will go through with the new scheme ? 
We believe that there is a sufficient number of potters, 
so determined upon the point, that it is sure to be worked 
out. They are tired of spending their money for nought, 
and of struggling, amid strikes and turn-outs, to little 
or no lasting purpose. They have come to the conclusion 
to have lands and homes, free from fares, tithes, and 
union workhouses,—lands t@® which they can send their 
oppressed and suffering workmates, to enjoy peaceful 
homes, fruitful fields, gardens, and orchards of thei 
own ! 

But, Sir, another questions the integrity of the leading 
men, &c. But we would remind these distrustful crea 
tures, that the society’s rules are enrolled, and made legal, 
so that there is a better chance of keeping men honest 
now, than what we ever had belore. Besides, Sir, if 
some have been dishonest in time past, or should there 
be here and there one of that stamp even now, that does 
not prove that all men are dishonest. It is quite possible 
that there may be some at this day, and even now in of- 
fice, of this cast; still we hope, uay, we feel quite con- 
fident, that there are those whose honesty and integrity 
may be relied on with safety. Men who are prepared 
to be sacrificed, sooner than either sacrifice others, of 
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or see them sacrificed, 
rescue them. 
And now, 








THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER. 


elshont, at : leant, a mighty effort land, that wala yield their increase to ‘ion in re 


dance! Ono, ‘but we are afraid least they should be. 


Sir, we would have a word with those who} gin to make pots, and thereby prevent the Americans 


ppear to be so much concerned about the ruining of the | from trading with us, to the same extent that they now 


trade, &e. To such persons we would say, that it is not | 
our wish either to ruin or to injure the trade; but, to the | 
contrary, our aim is to improve the trade, by keeping it 


do, and in the end the evil will out-balance the good you 
flatter yourselves of dving.” In part your anticipations 
may be fully realized. ‘There may come atime when the 


fiom those evils which naturally flow from over-muc h| Americans may be almost, if not altogethe er, independent 


production, or from having too many depending upon it | 
for their livelihood. To illustrate this, Sir, we would 
suppose, that there be only one hundred potters over and 
above what are wanted to supply the demand for labour ; 
what, then, is te be done with them ? They must live 
hy some means or other. 
it must be at a less price, and, by so doing, they subject 
others to like reductions, until it becomes a regular going- 
down with nearly the whole ;—and, I would ask, would 


yoing on the 
as well as cultivate land? Perhaps some will say, ‘ Let 
them be supported until such time as trade revives ; or, 
let them go to the union workhouse.” Dut can these 
persons tell us when trade will revive, sufficiently to re- 
quire these men’s labour? It may be six, nine, or twelve 
months, or even more than that, before such can be the 
case. And if the Union is to support, we'll say, only one 
hundred men, besides wives and children, for twelve 
months longer, and not to be sure of their being employed 
even then, pray, how much money would it require to 
support so many? Take the least burden, and reckon 


them all as single men, at the lowest allowance, say four 


shillings per man, even at that rate it would require ONE 
THOUSAND PouNDSs; which amount would buy them 20 
acres of land each, and pay their passages to the Western 
World. Add to this, ten pounds each as 2 gift, to give 
thema start. Thus, for two thousand pounds you remove 
one hundred surplus hands out of, or rather from being 
n dead weight on, the trade; whereas, all this and dou- 
ble, or treble, as much money may be expended, and, 
after all, the poor men be found in the same hopeless, 
helpless, and degraded state at the end of one, two, or 
three years, as they were in at first. Ought it to be so, 


while 4ué two thousand men have it in their power, by }° 
simply subscribing sixpence per week, for forty weeks, 
to place one hundred poor, starving, surplus hands, in a 
situation of securing, by honest industry, a full and ample 
supply of all the necessaries, and most of the luxuries, of ' 


life! Or, I would further ask, woul] it be more rea- 


sonable and humane to sacrifice one hundred men (per- 


haps annually) on the altar of starvation, least, 
towards them as described above, we should run the risk 
of injuring, or, a8 some say, reining the trade ? 
Indeed ! 


of the union workhouse.” Then you would 


aulvise one hundred industrious men,—men who are both | scheme, 


able and willing to get their livelihood by their own hand | 


them aspiring to such a position? 
}as great a right to manufacture, as we have to grow corn; 


by acting | 


“ No, ” 


nay they., ** but we would advise them to avail themselves | 


of us; but whe can prove that it would be wrong of 
They have equally 


and to do without us, as we to do without them. But, 


,as to the evil out-ballancing the good that may accrue 
If they must work at potting, | 


from potters emigrating, is a point which cannot be / uly 
determined now. ‘Time will decide that. The Emig 


| tion Society, I presume, do not propose potting to thee st 
|they intend sending to America, 
not that be ruinous to the trade, equal to that of potters } 
American soil, supposing they should pot} 
country, than otherwise, providing trade were made free ; 
}inasmuch as new markets would be opening in those new 


but farming; or else 
why allot to each man twenty acres of land ?—which 
would rather be an advantage to this great manufacturing 


settlements for an exchange of products. Bnt should 
the restrictive laws continue to prohibit mankind from 
making those mutual exchanges, which would prove be- 
neficial to each other, then they will, of necessity, ! 
compelled to shift for themselves. Nor would it be right 
in the Emigration Society to impose on the emigrants 
any prohibition whatever. All that they can do 
place them on twenty acres of soil, in a free country, 
unshackled, and then leave them to choose what else they 
think proper. ‘Those persons who either desire men to 
remain in their own country, to suffer all the calamities 
and privations attendant on being out of work; or, if 


is, to 


placed in a strange country, to have their hands tied « 


their backs, would, we think, be quite unwilling to be 
so circumstanced themselves, either at home or abroad 
If parties who are so much afraid of the trade being 
ruined, could propose or furnish means whereby the 
surplus hands could be employed, so as to earn by indus- 

try an honest and comfortable livelihood at home, “without 
going to America, we have no doubt but what that would 

be far more agreeable to men’s minds generally. For, 
“ There is one spot on earth the true patriot loves above 
; all others—the place of his nativity.” But human suffer- 
ing is the mother of invention ; and when man is denied 
bread at home, he must seek it elsewhere. Or if ma- 
chinery, or two men doing three men’s work, cause 2 
redundancy to take place in the labuur market, then the 
Surplus hands are obliged to seek employment in some 
other market, either far or near. We could proceed 4 
little further on this spoiling of trade, but we think that 
enough has been said already in the letters to manufac- 
turers and tradesmen, to show that the trade is ruined 
‘or nearly so, from other causes apart from the E migration 
and that the latter is one of the effects of 8 

ruined trade. And if the ‘‘ scheme” were to be givet 


labour, to become the debased and mentally mortified | }up, we feel no hesitation in asserting, that the trade will 
inmates of those ree prisons /_would you ?—sooner j be ruined, providing the present selfish, dishonest, and 


than make them the happy enjoyers of twenty acres of | 


‘ompetixe system be continued ; for, as much as those bad 
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principles in trade, contain the very elements of destruc- | 


tion. It is not possible for a system to endure for ever, 
whichis progressively bearing down the working classes. If 
only fifty or a bundred surplus hands be annually forced 
idto the labour market of one small manufacturing dis- 
trict, it is sure to have a deteriorsting and a destructive 
influence on that trade especially, and on others in pro- 

ortion. However, it is vain to talk about emigration 


! 
ruining the potting business, unless a better prospect was | 


opened for men, after they may have completed their 
apprenticeships, than that of being cast aside as useless, 
or sent adrift as the refuse of efficient operatives. Who, 
it might be asked, have scatiered the potting business to 
the east, west, north, aud south? Not the Emigration 
Society, which is but as yet in mere embryo, but the 
cppressive, dropping, and villanous allowance system, 
with other abuses that men have had to grapple with 
at home. These have been, generally speaking, the 


causes of the trade’s transportation to nearly all the places 
' 


where it is now pursued. 

And now, Sir, let us say a word to those who expre-s 
their fears as to what will be the fate of those who may 
be “silly enough” to be sent to America, &c. &c. Well, 
in prrt we agree with this species of objection, for no 
doubt there will be characters who will go there, expect- 
ing to have all things to their own liking, and of becom. 
ing rich and mighty men immediately, and to eat, drink, 


and enjoy all good things without fail; and that, too, | 


with little or no work. No wonder if such as these be 


a : ° . ‘ } 
deceived, and meet with many disappointments ere they | 
| at z ‘ B ° . “ys 
realize all that seL¥ and vanity of mind have promised 


them on once becoming settlers in America. If parties 
purpose going there in order to oppress and enslave others, 
or to enrich themselves, by making others poor, then J 
should like them to be deceived But if, on the other hand, 


they only wish to live, and let live, by indus'ry, then 1 | 


Ce 


uld and do wish them all things to make them comfort- 
able and happy ; 
both doing well for themselves and others too, who keep 
an eye to the good of all! 

And now, Sir, as to the last grade of characters that 
we mentioned was opposed to the emigration scheme, 
viz., those who were picturing matters out in the blackest 
and most discouraging light, of which they were capable, 
and throwing every obstacle in the way they possibly 
can, by meddling with private character, and holding up 
all the little defects of official men’s previous lives, is, in 
our humble opinion, neither honourable nor charitable. 
A measure, plan, principle, or system, ought at all 
limes, and by every well-wisher to society, to be received 
or rejected purely and entirely on account of its own in- 
trinsic worth or worthlessness ; and not on account of 
the private character of either propounder or the carriers 
out of such plan, measure, or system. Neither does it 


nor have I any doubt of such persons } 


follow, that because a man has been either bad or good, | 


wicked or virtuous, in some early part of his life, that he 
is now and ever will be so. That would be a conclusion 
at once opposed to scripture, experience, and common 


} things: 





sceptic, but, thank God! 1 am neither now, At the 
same time we have no objections to men being on their 
guard, as to who they listen to, and by whom they are 
influenced to act in reference to either emigration er any 
other scheme. All we want is, that men learn to draw 
the line of distinction betwixt men and measures, and to 
judge impartially, and without prejudice. Listen to, and 
learn of any man, or even a child, but, after all, judge 
for yourselves. Examine into every measure, plan, or 
system, proposed touching the interest of society. We 
don’t want men to act from tke mere impul-e of the mo- 
ment, or from the force of passion and excitement, but 
to act soberly, deliberately, and prudently, with an eye 
to general good, instead of from those selfish, narrow 
minded, and injurious motives, which too commonly in- 
fluence men’s movements at the present day. 

I] must now stop my thoughts on this subject for this 
time, as they have wrought far enough for one epistle. 
Perhaps you may receive some more at a future time. 

] am, dear Sir, yours very respectfully, 
AARON WEDGWOOD. 
Burslem, July 15th, 1844. 


OUR HOME IN THE WEST; 


BETWEEN OLD TOM POITS AND HIS BROTUER JOE. 


OR, A DIALOGU! 


(Scene: In one direction a beautiful expanse of champaign country, 
. 4 ? Ieee 
extending far as the eye can see, and blending its purple distance 
, +) 
in the far-off outline of a summer’s evening sky. In an r 


direction, undulating hills and woodlands, with their quiet nooks 
and sequestered valleys, their streamlets and lakes, filled wit 

every variety of the finny tribe ;—a majestic river, rising like a 
silver thread in the distant hills, and winding, and expanding 
through every variety of hill and dale, until its broad expanse 
5 n in the far extreme of the opposite horizon. 





becomes lost aga 


In the foreground, a group of homely log dwellings, whitew ashed 
to a very pattern of cleanliness, and glittering in the rays of a 
setting sun, with others of a similar character scattered about 
in every direction, each with its corn-ficlds, gardens, and fruit 
trees,—its pigs, poultry, and eattle,—all bearing the impress of 


thrifty prosperity and homely content. In the front of ene of 


these dwellings might be seen two aged men, Old Tom Potts 
and his brother Joe, sitting on a rustic bench, shaded by the 
twining of evergreens, and gazing, with quiet enjoyment, on the 
laughing, gambolling, shouting sports of some score of children, 
playing in the sun.) 

Tom. “Well, brother Joseph, don'tyou think that the happies* 
sight which a man can look upon is that of his children or grand 
children, in all the buoyancy of youth and health, laughing away 
their sunny existence in the manner of these young, rattling ur- 
chins before us :—egad, I begin to think that a man feels more for 
his grandchildren than he does for his own legal offspring.” 

Joe. “May be so, Thomas, but I never look on these wild birds 
of the prairies,—these ruddy, running, rambling rogues, withoug 
thinking of those pale little sprites that drag out their rippled and 
poisoned existence in the pot-works of Old England. It makes 
my heart ache, brother Thomas, when I think of the early age at 
which they are compelled to work ;—the poisoning @f their young 
blood, the crippling of their young frames, and the breaking of 
their young hearts by excessive toil, in over-heated and dusty shops 
Oh! it is a barbarous system; and I thank God that my children 
and grandchildren are free from its horrors.’ 

* Amen' Joseph. But you are always talking of these 
can’t you think of something more pleasant to talk about 
than the cruelties of Old England ?’ 

Joe. “ Why, Tom, you have gotten a harder heart than I thought 


Tom. 


seuse too. I was once a drunkard, a gambler, and a you had. What man, I should like to know, could look upon the 
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scene before us; that waving grain, thecétenden cattle, those fruit 





trees, gardens, 2 


flowers, with that merry group ef innocent | 


children, and all, all, lit up by the sunny smile of a beneficent | 
{ 


Providence ;--what man, I ask, can look on these signs of plenty 
and peace, without heaving a sigh for the doomed workers of Eng- 


land, surrounded, as they are, with sulphur and cinders, smoke, 
dust, want, rags, and wretchedness? If you are that man, brother 
Thomas, I don’t envy you your feelings.”’ 

Tom. ‘‘ Not so hard, brother! not so hard! What I meant to 
say was, what is the use of our thinking of the miseries of Old 
England, if our thoughts will not better the condition of its suffer- 
ers? God knows, if it lay in the power of Old Tom Potts, there 
would not be a poor individual in the whole wide world. Indeed, if 


‘ asthma and consumption in his constitution,—ugh, ugh, ugh,— 
| then turn him on the wide world, and say he is too old to work 
j Oh, dear !—ugh, ugh—I have proved it, Mester Potts; proved it 


any of the lads of the Potteries were to come here unable to do for } 


themselves, they may eat all that Old Tom Potts posee ssed, and he ; ; 3 , . 
" : | that may happen to be out on strike for a raise of price: he would 


ild thank God that he had it in his power to relieve them! 

Joe. ‘That's well said, brother, and worthy of your own honest 
heart !—but who have we here, down in the hollow? As I live, i 
is Ned Nobstick, of Longton! How ragged the poor devil is, and 
how lame he walks. It would seem, from the length of his face, 
and the hollowness of his cheeks, that a good meal has been a 
stranger to him for many a long day. Let us go and meet him, 
‘Tom, and do the part of good Christians, for it is written, “ He 
that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord '” 
Tom. ‘1am with you, brother; and though he were the worst 
my in the world, Old Tom Potts would relieve his distresses.”’ 


Joe. ‘How now, Ned! What in the world brings you to this 





} 


land of freedom? I thought you had been too fond of the te 
leave Old England Has the island sunk, or what, in the name } 


of wonder, has induced you to leave your chains fer the Potters’ 


City of Refuge in the » Western World 


Ned Nobstick. “It’s along tale, Mester Potts; and I'm weary, 
end hungry :—ugh, ugh, ugh.” (Coughs violently.) 

Joe. “Hungry! Hilloa, there? Youngsters? Jack, Sam, Bill, 
Bob, Dick, go to your mother, and tell her to get some eggs, ham, 
bread. beef, and beer ready, as there’s a stranger from the Potte- 
ries. Quick, lads, quick You seem to have a bad cough, Ned.’ 


Ned Nobdstick. ‘ Yes—ugh, ugh, ugh—that confounded dust 


g 
has nearly finished me at last, Ugh, ugh,—ashma, Mester Potts, 
killi 


} ling me fast,”’ 


asthma-—-it is killing me ; 
Joe. ‘ Well, here we are at the house, and, look you, tkere 
an American table for you!=take what you like, eat what you 
like, and as much as you like, and then tell me what you think of 
that scheme for transporting potters that you once used to complain 
£0 bitterly about. Will you have a few eggs ?—will you have them 
done hard or soft ?—will you have a little ham ?—try this fowl ?— 
take this tender bit of buffalo beef ?—or perhaps you would rather 
have a little salmon eat, man, eat! for now you are in a land of 
plenty. Bring some beer, or—stop—beer is too heavy for his 
cough,—warm some water, and bring a little whiskey, some sugar, 















































asking so many cross quetiean. You had ueed to tell me that 
the manufacturers thought that men were too old to work at thirty 
, and I have proved it: ugh, ugh, ugh. They w rk 
and poison a man into old age, almost before he is a young o1 
they stuff his lungs with dust,—ugh, ugh,—and shorten his days 
into half the duration of regular lifetime ;—they sow the seeds of 


years ol ag 





Joe. ‘* Poor Ned Nobstick !” 

Tom. “ Poor, did you say, brother Joseph? Why, look you, 
brother, although I should be one of the last to exult over the 
misfortunes of a fallen enemy; nevertheless, dang it! if I don't 
feel | pleased at Mester Nobstick’s experience, He would never pay 
his union brass like another man; he would take any man's place 


carry all manner of tales to his master; and, I say, if such a man 
as that does not deserve to feel the weight of his own folly, why 
then ——-—”” 

Joe. “Stop! stop! Tom; not so hard! You perceive the 
poor fellow has gotten his punishment in that ugly cough. He 
was too ‘fond of the dust to join the Emigration Society, and so 
he has gotten his belly full. Poor Ned Nobstick !—but come, man 
let us hear how much land have you got, or money to purchase it 
or friends to give you a little ?” 

Ned Nobstick. ‘ I have no land.” 

Joe. ‘** Poor Ned!” 

Tom. ‘ Foolish Ned!” 

Ned Nobstick. “ I have no money,’ 





Joe ‘* Poor! poor Ned!'!’’ 

lom ‘Foolish! foolish Ned!!" 

Ned Nobstick ‘Neither have I a friend in the whole wide 
1a 99 

J 0¢ ** Poor! poor!! poor Ned!!!” 


Tom. ‘ Foolish! foolish!! foolish Ned!!! Only sixpence a 
week, for forty weeks, and you might have had twenty acres of 
good fertile land :— aye, thou soft Ned! But you are welcome t 
take share with Old Tom Potts, if you will try to become an honest 
man for the rest of your days.” 

Ned Nobstick. ‘Thank you, Mester Potts; ugh, ugh, ugh. | 
will now give you a little news. Some of the leaders of the Union, 
Thomas Heartsound, of Tunstall ; Robert Goodfellow, of Bursjem 
Joseph Rightcause, of Hanley ; Thomas Standwell, of Stoke ; and 
another or two from Fenton and Longton, are all too old to work, 
as the Mesters say, and so they have been discharged from their 


;employ. The Emigration Society have therefore come to the reso- 


{ well coming ! 


lution, out of respect to their characters, and as a reward for past 
services, to send them and their families to this City of Refuge 
as you call it, by the next ship that sails; so you may expect 
them here in about eight-or ten’weeks’ time.” 

Joe, ** What! Heartsound, Goodfellow, Rightcause, and Stand- 
! Here’s glorious news for the settlement.—Ned, you 


nd a lemon or two. There! Mister Nobstick, what do you think | Sall never want another meal’s meat as long as you live! —We 
of that for transportation fare ’?—rather hard, isn't it >—have you} must have a gathering to-night; we must have mor buildings 
f : } 


been sent out by the company 

Ned Nobstick. ‘I have not, Mester Potts; I only wish I had 
been.” 

Joe “What! wish to be transported? Ha! ha' ha! You 
have changed your note, Ned.”’ 

Ned Nobstick. “ Experience makes fools !’--you know the rest, 
Mester Potts. Ugh, ugh, ugh. Oh, dear! this cough tears me 
to pieces.” . 

Joe. ‘* Who sent you, then, if the company didn’t ?”’ 

Ned Nodstick. ‘No one: I came of my own accord.” 

Joe. ‘ But what induced you to leave Old England ?” 

Ned Nobstick. ‘“ The Mesters said I had got too old to work, 
and so none of them would give me employ 

Joe. ‘* And so you were compelled to tramp or starve ?’’"— 

Ned Nobstick. “ Or go into the poorhouse.”’ 

Joe. “Justso. But how can you be too old to work? You 
énnnot be more than thirty-five or forty?” 

Ned Nobstick. “ You know all about it, Mester Potts, without 


raised, more land cultivated, and another welcome meé¢ting at the 
Steward’s. Hilloa, my lads! there are some more Union men 
coming; some of the best sort! Here, Joe, Sam, Jack, Bill 
Dick, away to the settlers, as fast as your legs will carry you, and 
tell them, all,—mark, you don’t miss one,—tell them there's a g 


| thering at the Steward’s to-night, on very important ‘business :— 
} away, my wild birds, and let me see how fast you can fly !—Off they 
} go, Tom, with hearts as light and limbs as strong as any youngsters 


in the state, Heartsound, Goodfellow, Rightcause, and Standwell 
coming! “Here’s a glorious time! We will have the best of ever) 
thing in the settlement got ready for them! Egad, I begin te 





feel pial young again !__. 


* Here’s a health to them that’s awa ; 
Here’s a health to them that’s afa; 

And wha wunner wish gude luck to our cause, 
May ne’er gude luck to them fa.”’ 











Tom. ‘“ Bravo! Joe; perhaps Mister Nobstick will favour 
with a song >’ 
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Ned Nobstick. “ Me sing ?——ugh, ugh, ugh. I shall never be 
able to sing again, as long as I live. 1 have no land, money, nor 
Oh, dear oh, dear!!”’ 


friends. ! 
QUIZICUS, 


THE LONGTON TURNERS 


Ace informed that a special general district meeting of their branch |} 


take place at Mr. William Edward’s, Sailor Boy Inn, Longton, 


on Monday evening next, for the purpose of receiving a deputation } 


from the Emigration Committee, who have matters of the deepest 
importance to lay before the branch :—Chair to be taken at seven 
o'clock precisely. Turners of Longton! let your presence be a 
proof that you appreciate the paramount importance of removing 
the Surplus Labour of the Potting districts of this empire. Attend! 
stend!!—Also :— 
THE BURSLEM TURNERS 
Are respectfully informed that a special gengal district meeting 
of their branch will take place at Mr. Job Stretch’s, Lowling 
Green Inn, Burslem, on Monday evening next, for the same im- 
portant purpose as the above :— Chair to be taken at seven o'clock 
It is confidently expected that the attendance will be spirited and 
numerous, from the unity and strength of the Burslem Lodge of 
i'urners.—Also ;— 
THE EMIGRATION COMMITTEE 
Are desirous that the Slip-makers, Handlers, and Packers of the 
Burslem and Tunstall Districts, will see to the commencing of 
special meetings of their different Lodges to receive the deputa- 
tions, who are appointed to wait upon them. Let all give their 
energies to the good work, and great will be the result !—Al-o :--- 
THE BURSLEM PRINTERS 
Are informed, that a Special, General, District Mecting of their 


branch will take place on Wednesday evening next, July 31st, } 


at the New Inn, Burslem, for the purpose of receiving a deputa 
tion from the Emigration Committee, who are appointed, as above. 
to lay some important business before the meeting.—Chair to be 
taken at seven o'clock.—Also :— 
THE BURSLEM LODGE OF NOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS 
Are informed, that a meeting of their Lodge wil] take place at 
the Black Lion Inn, Burslem, on Wednesday evening next, July 
3ist.—Chair to be taken at seven o’clock.—Also :— 
THE YORKSHIRE, DURHAM, NORTHUMBERLAND, 
AND GLASGOW FRIENDS 
Are informed, that a delegate has been appointed by the Central 
Committee of the United Branches of Operative Potters to hold 
meetings, in the Stoke Wakes’ Week, at Glasgow, Whitehaven, 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Middiesborough, Leeds, and Swinton He | 
will commence his tour on Saturday, August the 3rd, and will | 


proceed direct to Glasgow ; from whence he will return by White 
heaven, Newcastle-upon-Tyne Middlesbrough, Leeds, and Swin- 
ton. Immediate communications are requested from these 
several districts which may be directed for the Secretary, Lamb 
Inn, Hanley. It ig desired that this notice is speedily attended to, 
as there is no time to be lost. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Received—Evander, Longton; R. C., Stoke; and A Potter, 
Longton. 


DEBT FUND. 


Received per Richard Whitmore, Srom a Committee, formerly sit- 
ting at the White Hart, Burslem, One Pownd Nine Shillings and 
Three pence, making a Total, Received from that Committee, of 
£6. 98. 3d 


AND WORK) 


July 23rd 1844.4 





1AN’S ADVOCATE 6° 
THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. Jury 277TH, 1844. 


| We beg to call the attention of our readers to the con:munica- 
} tion of Mr. Aaron Wedgwood, which appears as a leader to this 
} week’s paper. 
} opponents of the Emigration Society, are very conclusive, 
timed, and will go far to extract the sting from those cavi 
| creatures who are ever found hanging on the movements of every 
new system or society, be the objects of that system or sowety 
never so good, or the expounders of the same never so virtuous 
They are a species of opponents that never judge of the merits of 
a question by its intrinsic value or worthlessness, but from the in 
dividuals from whom it may have its origin. If the originators be 
poor, the caviliers instantly commence, like so many barking curs, 
yelping forth the ery of the want of intelligence, the want of res- 
pectability, the want of energy, or the want of honesty. Or, if 
} the originators may happen to be placed in what is termed a res- 
| pectadble position in society, then follows the cry of “ ‘tis a money- 
making scheme,—the leaders iill Jcather their pockets, and the rest 
will be duped ;’’ or else they have some peculiar crotchet as regards 
opinions, or private judgment, and then they endeavour to raise 
public prejudice to the obstruction of a cause, by the circulation of 
calumny and every variety of silly unfounded statements. Oh! 
they are the very personifications of I 


His answers to tha groundless objections of the 
and well- 


) 


scandal and mischi and 
have figured in all ages of the world; sowing the seeds of dissen- 
sion amongst all ranks and classes of society; uprooting public 
| confidence in all new undertakings; and spreading envy, jealousy, 
and disunion, wherever they make their appearance. Le plus bas 
du bas! 

it is a matter of much rejoicing, that this class of individuals is 
ut small in the locality in which we reside, and their influence on 
the movements of the Potters’ Union of no effect whatever. Iris 
also a matter of much rejoicing, that the officers, without a single 
exception, of the Potters’ Joint-Stock Emigration Society are men 
of sterling charaeters, of great moral courage, and of truly Chrie- 
tian principles. They have staked their reputation on the society 
of which they are the directors, and they will either stand or fail 
by it. They feel deeply for the sufferings of their trade; and, hav 
| ing ascertained the cause of those sufferings, they are determined 
to remove it. Let, then, mean spite and malice do their worst 
With honesty of intention and a good cause, we place our worst 
enemies at defiance ! 

Again we call the attention of our readers to the communication 
of Mr. Aaron Wedgwood. Let them read the same, and reflect 
over its contents. It is the production of an honest heart and a 
| truly Christian spirit ;—a heart and spirit that are prepared to make 
{ sacrifices for the good of their class. Would to God that society 

were made up of such hearts and spirits as these! There would 
then be more charity and less cavilling in the world! 
nuous exertions to improve the condition of mankind, and less de- 
ceptive undermining etlorts to defame the characters of honest meny 


} 


—more stre- 


PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM. 

} THE CHINA POTTERS.—LONGTON 

On Wednesday evening, July 17th, a mecting of the China 
| Potters.took place at the house of Mr. Bloor, Longton, when a 
very respectable party were in attendance. A zealous and respected 
potter of the Longton district oceupied the chair, and the best 
spirit and order prevailed throughout the whole of the proceedings 
| A working committee was organized to look after hose who have 
} not yet enrolled their names on the books of the Union; and there 
is every reason to believe that the China Potters of Longton will 
once more occupy the position they formerly held, and will again 
| take an active part in supporting the best interests of their trade. 
| There is a fine field for the exertions of a few energetic men in the 
} Longton district; a field which, we hope, will call forth the ener- 
{gies of all good men and true in the Longton neighbourhood 


} 
} 
} 
} 


We icould again caution our friends to beware of the promises of | There is a population of steady hearts in that district, who, when 


many of the manufacturers of the out-districts ;---they are as fatr 
Beware of them 


and as false as Judas '..-beware !! 


| once brought up to the Union standard, would be the last to leare 
it Let every effort, then, be made, and every energy taxed, to 
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68 THE POTTERS’' 


scene before us; that waving grain, those lowing cattle, those fruit 


trees, gardens, and flowers, with that merry group ef innocent } 


children, and all, all, lit up by the sunny smile of a beneficent { 


Providence ;--what man, I ask, can look on these signs of plenty 
and peace, without heaving a sigh for the doomed workers of Eng- 
land, surrounded, as they are, with sulphur and cinders, smoke, 
dust, want, rags, and wretchedness ? 
Thomas, I don’t envy you your feelings.”’ 

Tom. ‘ Not so hard, brother! not so hard! 
say was, what is the use of our thinking of the miseries of Old 
England, if our thoughts will not better the condition of its suffer- 
ers? God knows, if it lay in the power of Old Tom Potts, there 
would not be a poor individual in the whole wide world. Indeed, if 
any of the lads of the Potteries were to come here unable to do for 


If you are that man, brother | 


What I meant to ' 


{ 


themselves, they may eat all that Old Tom Potts possessed, and he ; 


” 


would thank God that he had it in his power to relieve them 

Joe ‘That's well said, brother, and worthy of your own honest 
heart !—but who have we here, down in the hollow? As I live, it 
is Ned Nobstick, of Longton! 
tow lame he walks. It would seem, from the length of his face, 
and the hollowness of his cheeks, that a good meal has been a 
stranger to him for many a long day. Let us go and meet him, 
‘Tom, and do the part of good Christians, for it is written, “‘ He 
that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord '”’ 

Tom 
enemy in the world, Old Tom Potts would relieve his distresses 

Joe. ‘How now, Ned! What in the world brings you to this 
land of freedom? I thought you had been too fond of the yoke to 
leave Old England Has the island sunk, or what, in the nan 
ef wonder, has induced you to leave your chains fer the Pot 
City of Refuge in the Western World ? 

Ned Nobstick. 


“IT am with you, brother; and though he were the worst 


““Tt’s a long tale, Mester Pott and I'm we ‘ry, 
and hungry :—ugh, ugh, ugh.’’ (Coughs violently.) 
Joe. “Hungry! Hilloa, there? Youngsters? Jack, Sam, Bill, 


Bob, Dick, go to your mother, and tell her to get some eggs, ham, 


bread, beef, and becr ready, as there’s a stranger from the Potte- 
ries, ¢ You seem to have a bad cough, Ned.’ 


I nick, lads, quick 
Ned Nodistick. 


has nearly finished me at la 


asthma 


[= 


zh, ugh, ugh—that confounded dust 
t, Ugh, ugh,—ashma, Mester Potts, 
-it is killing me ; killing me fast,” 


“ Yes —ug 


Joe. “ Well, here we are at the house, and, look you, there's 
an American table for you!=take what you like, eat what you 


like, and as much as you like, and then tell me what you think of 


How ragged the poor devil is, and } 





EXAMINER. 


asking so many cross questions. You had ueed to tell me that 
the manufacturers thought that men were too old to work at t 
years of age, and I have proved it: ugh, ugh, ugh. They work, 
and poison a man into old age, almost before he is a young one; 

they stuff his lungs with dust,—ugh, ugh,—and shorten his days 
into half the duration of regular lifetime ;—they sow the seeds of 
asthma and consumption in his constitution,—ugh, ugh, ugh,— 
then turn him on the wide world, and say he is too old to work 
Oh, dear !—ugh, ugh—I have proved it, Mester Potts; proved it 

Joe. ‘‘ Poor Ned Nobstick !” 

Tom. ‘“* Poor, did you say, brother Joseph? Why, look you, 
brother, although I should be one of the last to exult over the 
misfortunes of a fallen enemy; nevertheless, dang it! if I don't 
feel pleased at Mester Nobstick’s experience, He would never pay 
his union brass like another man; he would take any man's place 
that may happen to be out on strike for a raise of price: he would 
carry all manner of tales to his master; and, I say, if such a man 
as that does not deserve to feel the weight of his own folly, why 
then ——-—”’ 

Joe. ‘Stop! 





ty 


stop! Tom; not so hard! You perceive the 


| poor fellow has gotten his punishment in that ugly cough. He 


was too fond of the dust to join the Emigration Society, and so 
he has gotten his belly full. Poor Ned Nobstick !—but come, man 


| let us hear how much land have you got, or money to purchase it 


that scheme for transporting potters that you once used to complain } 


£0 bitterly about. Will you have a few eggs ?—will you have them 
done hard or soft ?—will you have a little ham ?—try this fowl ?— 
take this tender bit of buffalo beef ?—or perhaps you would rather 
have a little -eat, man, eat! for now you are in a land of 
plenty. 
cough,—warm some water, and bring a little whiskey, some sugar, 
ind a lemon or two. ‘There! Mister Nobstick, what do you think 
of that for transportation fare ?—rather hard, isn't it ?—have you 


salmon 


been sent out by the company ?” 

Ned Nobstick 
been.” 

Joe. “What! 
have changed your note, Ned.” 

Ned Nobstick. “ Experience makes fools !’--you know the rest, 
Mester Potts. Ugh, ugh, ugh. Oh, dear! this cough tears me 
to pieces.” . 

Joe. ‘* Who sent you, then, if the company didn’t ?”’ 

Ned Nobstick. ‘No one: I came of my own accord.” 

Joe, ‘ But what induced you to: leave Old England ?” 

Ned Nobstick. ‘ The Mesters said I had got too old to work, | 
and so none of them would give me employ,”’ 

Joe. ‘* And so you were compelled to tramp or starve ?’’— 

Ned Nobstick. “Or go into the poorhouse.” 

J But how can you be too o]d to work? You 


“T have not, Mester Potts; I only wish I had 


wish to be transported ? Ha! ha' ha! You 


loe, ** Just so. 
é,unot be more than thirty-five or forty ?” 
Ned Nobstick. “ You know all about it, Mester Potts, without 





Bring some beer, or—stop—beer is too heavy for his ; 


or friends to give you a little?” 
Ned Nobstick. ‘I have no land,” 
Joe. ‘** Poor Ned!” 
Tom ** Foolish Ned '” 
Ned Nobstick. “ I have no money,” 
Jo “Poor! poor Ned!'!”’ 
“oolish ! foolish Ned! !” 
Ned Nobstick ‘Neither have I a friend in the wh 





le wide 
Joe. ‘*Poor' poor!! poor Ned!!!” 

Jom, “ Foolish! foolish!! foolish Ned!!! Only 
week, for forty weeks, and you might have had twenty acres of 
good fertile land :—aye, thou soft Ned! But you are welcome t 
take share with Old Tom Potts, if you will try to become an honest 
man for the rest of your days.” 

Ned Nobstick. ‘‘ Thank you, Mester Potts; ugh, ugh, ugh. | 
will now give you a little news, Some of the leaders of the Union, 
Thomas Heartsound, of Tunstall ; Robert Goodfellow, of Bursijem 
Joseph Rightcause, of Hanley ; Thomas Standwell, of Stoke ; and 
another or two from Fenton and Longton, are all too old to work 
as the Mesters say, and so they have been discharged from their 
employ. The Emigration Society have therefore come to the reso- 
lution, out of respect to their characters, and as a reward for past 
services, to send them and their families to this City of Refuge 
as you call it, by the next ship that sails; so you may expect 
them here in about eight-or ten’weeks’ time.” 

Joe, ** What! Heartsound, Goodfellow, Rightcanse, and Stand- 
well coming! Here’s glorious news for the settlement.—Ned, you 


sixpence 4a 





shall never want another meal’s meat as long as you live! —We 


must have a gathering to-night; we must have more buildings 
raised, more land cultivated, and another welcome meeting at the 
Steward’s. Hilloa, my lads! there are some more Union men 
coming; some of the best sort! Here, Joe, Sam, Jack, Bill 
Dick, away to the settlers, as fast as your legs will carry you, and 
tell them, all,—mark, you don’t miss one,—tell them there's a g 

thering at the Steward’s to-night, on very inipdrtant ‘business :-— 


} away, my wild birds, and let me see how fast you can fly !—Off they 


) 


} coming ! 


go, Tom, with hearts as light and limbs as strong as any youngsters 
in the state, Heartsound, Goodfellow, Rightcause, and Standwell 
Here’s a glorious time! We will have the best of every- 
thing in the settlement got ready for them! Egad, I begin 
feel quite young again !— 





** Here’s a health to them that’s awa ; 
Here’s a health to them that’s afa; 
And wha wunner wish gude luck to our cause, 
May ne’er gude luck to them fa.”’ 
Tom. ‘Bravo! Joe; perhaps Mister Nobstick will favour 
with a song >” 
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AND woe Kh 


Ned Nobstick. “ Me sing ?—ugh, ugh, ugh. I shall 
le to sing again, as long as I live. 1 have no land, money, nor 
friends. Oh, dear !—oh, dear!!” 
QUIZICUS. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES. , 
THE LONGTON TURNERS 

Ase informed that a special general district meeting of th« 
take place at Mr. William Edward’s, Sailor Boy Inn, Longton, 

on Monday evening next, for the purpose of receiving a deputation 
from the Emigration Committee, who have matters of the deepest 
importance to lay before the branch :—Chair to be taken at seven 
o'clock precisely. Turners of Longton! let your presence be a 


} J ee ‘ 
the Surplus Labour of the Potting districts of this empire. 
stend!!—Also :— 
THE BURSLEM TURNERS 
Are respectfully informed that a special gengal district meeting 
of their branch will take place at Mr. Job Stretch’s, Lowling 
Green Inn, Burslem, on Monday evening nest, for the same im- 
portant purpose as the above :— Chair to be taken at seven o'clock 
It is confidently expected that the attendance will be spirited and 
numerous, from the unity and strength of the Burslem Lodge of 
i'urners.—Also :— 
THE EMIGRATION COMMITTEE 

Are desirous that the Slip-makers, Handlers, and Packers of the 
Burslem = Tunstall Districts, will see to the commencing of 
gs of their different Lodges to receive the deputa- 
Let all give their 
Also :--- 


Attend! 


special meet 
tions, who are app inted to wait upon them. 
energies to the good work, and great will be the result ! 


THE BURSLEM PRINTERS 


Are informed, that a Special, 
branch will take place on Wednesday evening next, July 31st, 
at the New Inn, Burslem, for the purpose of receiving a deputa 
tion from the Emigration Committee, who are appointed, as above. 
to lay some important business before the meeting.—Chair to be 
taken at seven o'clock.—2 
THE BURSLEM LODGE OF HOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS 

Are informed, that a meeting of their Lodge wil] take place at 
the Black Lion Inn, Burslem, on Wednesday evening next, July 
3lst.—Chair to be taken at seven o'clock.—Also :— 


THE YORKSHIRE, DURHAM, NORTHUMBERLAND, 
AND GLASGOW FRIENDS 

Are informed, that a delegate has been appointed by the Central 
Committee of the United Branches of Operative Potters to hold 
meetings, in the Stoke Wakes’ Week, at Glasgow, Whitehaven, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Middiesborough, Leeds, and Swinton He 
will commence his tour on Saturday, August the 3rd, 
proceed direct to Glasgow ; from whence he will return by White 
heaven, Newcastle-upon-Tyne Middlesbrough, Leeds, and Swin- 
ton. Immediate communications are requested from 
several districts which may be directed for the Secretary, 
Inn, Hanley. It ig desired that this notice is speedily attended to, 
as there is no time to be lost. 


lso :— 


YDENTS 
Stoke; and A Potter, 


TO CORRESPON 
R. C., 


NOTICE 
Received—Evander, 
Longton. 


Longton ; 


DEBT FUND. 


July 23rd 1844, 


Received per Richard Whitmore, from a Committee, formerly sit- 
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And Workman's Advocate. Jury 277TH, 1844. 
{| We beg to call the attention of our readers to the communica- 
j tion of Mr. Aaron Wedgwood, which appears as a jeader to this 


week’s paper. His answers te tha groundless objections of the 
opponents of the Emigration Society, are very conclusive, and well- 
timed, and will go far to extract the sting from those cavill.og 
| creatures who are ever found hanging on the movements of ever 
{new system or society, be the objects of that system or society 
never so good, or the expounders of the same never so virtuous 
They are a species of opponents that never judge of the merits of 
a question by its intrinsic value or worthlessness, but from the in 
dividuals from whom it may have its origin. If the originators be 
| poor, the cavillers instantly commence, like so many barking curs, 
| yelping forth the ery of the want of intelligence, the want of res- 
pectability, the want of energy, or the want of honesty. Or, if 
| the originators may happen to be placed in what is termed a res- 
pectable position in society, then follows the cry of “ ‘tis @ money- 
making scheme,—the leaders will feather their pockets, 
will be duped ;” or else they have some peculiar crotchet as regards 
opinions, or private judgment, and then they endeavour to raise 
public prejudice to the obstruction of a cause, by the circulation of 
calumny and every variety of silly unfounded statements. Oh 
they are the very personifications of scandal and mischiet ! and 
| have figured in all ages of the world; sowing the seeds of dissen- 
sion amongst all ranks and classes of society; uprooting publi 
| confidence in all new undertakings; and spreading envy, jealousy, 
and disunion, wherever they make their appearance. Le plus bus 


and the rest 


du bas! 

It is a matter of much rejoicing, 
yut small in the locality in which we reside, and their influence on 
the movements of the Potters’ Union of no effect whatever. Itis 
also a matter of much rejoicing, that the officers, without a single 

| exception, of the Potters’ Joint-Stock Emigration Society are men 
of sterling charaeters, of great moral courage, and of truly Chrie- 
tian principles, ‘They have staked their reputation on the society 
of which they are the directors, and they will either stand or fail 
by it. They feel deeply for the sufferings of their trade; and, bs at 

| ing ascertained the cause of those sufferings, they are determined 

to remove it. Let, then, mean spite and malice do their worst 

With honesty of intention and a good cause, we place our werst 

enemies at defiance ! 

Again we call the attention of our readers to the communication 
of Mr. Aaron Wedgwood. Let them read the same, and reflect 
| over its contents. It is the production of an honest heart and a 
truly Christian spirit ;—a heart and spirit that are prepared to make 
sacrifices for the good of their class. Would to God that society 
were made up of such hearts and spirits as these! There would 
then be more charity and less cavilling in the world!—more stre- 
nuous exertions to improve the condition of mankind, and less de- 
ceptive undermining ctlorts to defame the characters of honest men} 


} 


that this class of individuals is 


PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM 

THE CHINA POTTERS.—LONGTON. 

} On Wednesday evening, July 17th, a mecting of the China 
} Potters.took place at the house of Mr. Bloor, Longton, when a 
very respectable party were in attendance. A zealous and respected 
potter of the Longton district occupied the chair, and the best 
spirit and order prevailed throughout the whole of the proceedings. 
| A working committee was organized to look after ghose who have 
| not yet enrolled their names on the books of the Union; and there 
4o every reason to believe that the China Potters of Longton will 


; 
: 
} 
: 
: 
{ 


once more occupy the position they formerly held, and will again 
take an active part in supporting the best interests of their trade. 


ting at the White Hart, Burslem, One Pound Nine Shillings and \ There is a fine field for the exertions of a few energetic men in the 
Three pence, making a Total, Received from that Committee, of Longton district; a field whic h, we hope, will call forth the ener- 


£6. 9s. 3d. 


{gies of all good men and true in the Longton neighbourhood 


We icould again caution our friends to beware of the promises of | There is a population of steady hearts in that district, who, when 


out-districts ;---they are as fair | 


many of the manufacturers of the 
and as 


false as Judas Beware of them !---heweare 





once brought up to the Union standard, would be the last to leave 
it. Let every effort, then, be made, and every energy taxed, to 











bring them up to that standard; and we sincerely believe that they 
will repay all the labour expended by their after devotedness to 
the cause. Onward, then, men of Longton! and let it be seen, by 
ent exertions, that you are alive to the best interests of 
your class ;—that you can feel the importance of the exertions now 
made to improve the condition of your trade; and that you hav 
come to the honest and manly determination to give a helping hand 
iv forwarding the great and glorious object we have now in view. 
Let your motto be, “A fair price for labour, and agricultural 
homes for our redundant hands!” and at the same time, join, join 


t 


your pre 





the Emigration Society! or induce your branch to take out shares 


AN ADDRESS TO THE SLIP-MAKERS, WHO ARE NOT 
IN THE UNION. 

I’ riLow-WoRKMEN,—At no period of the history of our union, 
have we considered it of so much importance to address you as 
the present, for we learn, from the page of history, that men have 
united, and associated together, fram the earliest period; indeed 
it is by union and association that the powers of the human mind 
have been develaped, and brought into exercise. It is by th 
exercise of men’s minds, that plans have been formed, and pro- 
jects accomplished, which have been a benefit to us, as a branch 
of Operative Slip-Makers. But, while some of us have united 
ourselves from the purest motives and for the most noble and 
disinterested purposes, many have been found amongst us, as a 
branch, who have strained every nerve, and have exercised their 
whole force, both intellectual and physical, 
destroy this very union, the objects of which, by MEN, are con- 


to undermine, sap, and 


, sidered sacred and inviolable. But the repeated solicitations and 


entreaties which we have made, have had so little effect, that we now 
think it expedient you should be made fully sensible of 
opinions of union matters, and the detestation we feel at the con- 
duct evinced by many of those who are so exceedingly anxious to 
partake of the advantages of union, but whoare so unwilling to pay 
anything towards its support. From these considerations we feel 
ourselyes seriously called upon to embrace every opportunity, 
which may offer itself of improving the condition of ourselves an 

class. When we see the principle tic unpetition so rife amongst 
us, making one class extremely rich, and another class,—the 


our 


productive class,---extremely poor, we cannot help coming to the 
conclusion that if this be allowed to proceed unchecked, it wil 
very soon place us in the same, or even in a worse, condition than 
we find many of the workmen, who are engaged in many othe 
trades in this country; and so long as our branch remains so in- 
attentive to their own interests as to keep disunited, so long such 
disunity will facilitate the destructive operations of this principle, 
which has already, ruined one half of the population of thes« 
realms. Let us hope than, that you will not hesitate, for a mo 
ment, to unite, and co-operate with us in endeavouring to accom 
plish the great, the glorious, the just, and much desired object ;— 
JJMANCIPATION FROM DEGRADATION, DISTRESS, AND POVERTY 
We have commenced, and sti!l continue, associating together, to 


trade from being made 


prevent, as much as possible, our 
sacrifice, either to the avaricious disposition of employers or to the 
eulpable neglect of any of our branch. We are therefore anxious 
to direct your most serious attention to this important matter, 
being fully aware of its importance, not only from our own feel 


ings, as werking men, but from the sentiments, we have often 


heard expressed, by men of good und 
effects of the competitive prin iple, which is so much oppo i to 
the spirit and true meaning of Christianity. We hope, by thos« 
means, to prevent ourselves from being thrown into a worse con- 
dition than we are at present;—to secure these objects for the 
attainment of which we have regularly subscribed, and which con 
duct we intend to pursue ; but we eannot allow the present oppor 
tunity to escape without telling you, that we consider ourselves 
very much slighted by your continuing to refuse to join, or assist 
us in this undertaking. And when we consider, that we have had 
to give support to those of our branch who were out of work, to 


rstanding, of the ruinous 


keep them from applying at a reduced price, lor your situation 
we think it hard, indeed, to be treated with the apathy you now 


play, and espe ially so, when, we know 





that, by these mear 
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EXAMINER, 70 
we have been instrumental in keeping up the price of Your labour 
one third higher than it otherwise would have been. In addition 
to our payments and exertions for the accomplishment of this 
praiseworthy purpose, there are those, amongst us, whp are and 
have been so well convinced of the necessity Of a union of working 
men, that they have suffered and would suffer again, all the miseries 
and privations of a prison, rather than injure the cause which they 
are combined to protect What a surprising contrast between 
such conduct, and the conduct of those who refuse to pay, to 
ibour, or to make the most trifling sacrifice, but are ready, and 
eager, on all oecasions, to take advantage of the benefit of our 
payments, our labours, and our sufferings. We conceive, fellow- 
vorkmen, that itis hightime we should be sincere and candid; 
and we tell you, that, should you be the cause of our ceasing our 
exertions for the union, the responsibility will rest upon you, and 
none others, and a fearful responsibility it will be!—the results 
will tell a lamentable tale in the condition of your children 
future generations! There are some amongst you, who t 





‘themselves secure in their present situations, and therefore 


4 ibly affect those. To such we 
would say, do not deceive yourselves ; adverse fortune, like death, 
‘omes, not unfrequently, unexpected, and produces immeasurable 
hanges, any, or all, of which may be sufficient to hurl you from 


imagine that the union cannot po 








present situations into the most wretched and miserable con 
eee ene 


lition, without a friend to pity you. Beaides, we ask, is it n 





thing, to you, to see your fellow-workmen enjoying a fair r 











or their labour ?—is it nothing to you, to know that the 
rice of w rkmanship is kept up, Instead of sunk lower and low 
very year ?—is it nothing, to you to know that the trade is kept 
é spt table, and worth being followed by your children? Tell 
not of your professions of christianity, your boasted solicit for 
the welfare of your neighbours, while you are neglect th 
nterest of your own families, their future comfort and happiness, 
ind despising the reproof of St. Paul :---“‘he that provideth not 


wn heusehold, hath denied the faith, and is worse than 








w entreat you to deceive us no longer. Let us know you; 
ntions ?---answer us the question whether you intend 
yin, and to continue with us, or whether you wish us to abandon 
e principle her This much we expect, and cannot bt 
tistied with ing less. Butif your answer be an unfavow 
le ,w hen, we may venture to bid adieu, for ever, tu 
fair treatment and honest dealing, and expeet the approach of 
sorrow and misery for ourselves, our children, and future gencra 
tic 


We remain yours, in the Bends of Unien, 
Tue Burs~um LopGe or Sitir-MakE& 
Nelson Inn, Burslem, July 12, 1844. 


Longton, July 26th, 1844 

To the Editor of the Potters’ Examiner. 
“er, By ir pe rmission, it is my desire that you will lay hef r 
our members again, a brief address to the Earthen Hollow-war; 


Pressers of the Longton District, hoping that ut will prove to th 


+ 
hen fit f the individuals abore mentioned 
TO THE LONGTON HOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS. 

FeLLow-Workmrn,—I am very sorry to find that some of you 
are so very inattentive to the duties which devolve upon you. Ex 
perience must have tanght you, that without you are united teg¢ 
ther, the branch to which you belong will go down, and inroads 
made by some of the unprincipled manufacturers, to the injury of 
yourselves and fellow-workmen. You know that reductions are 
repeatedly taking place, when men are thus acting ; and still you 
are so unwise as to expose yourselves to the selfish oppressor. { 
would caution you to reflect upon such conduct ; think to what an 
iwful state our trade would be brought, if all were to be as indif- 
ferent about our welfare as you are. Some of yousay you have 4 
right to please yourselves. You may think so; but if you act to 
benefit yourselves, to injure others, you do wrong. Is it reason 
able, honest, and manly, after being delivered from the abominable 


tllowance system, and the present prices secured to you, to aban 
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don the cause that has so much befriended you ?—can you be so 


base as to neglect those very men who have sacrificed their places, : 

‘ ) We never see each other’s face in the flesh, to enjoy the pleasure of 
| past years, we may enjoy that meeting which never ends! I now 
} conclude, remaining your aflectionate Son, 


to achieve all this good for you and the trade generally ?—are you 
doing your duty by withholding your subscriptions at a time when 
you are deriving a benefit of 2d., 3d., and 4d. in the shilling 
above what you were receiving last year ?—should you have been 
receiving the present prices now, if there had been no Union in 
existence? You know that you would not; and yet you stand 
aloof from the cause. Js this doing as ye would be done by? What 
does conscience say ?—what does interest say ?—what can every 


good man say about your conduct ?—what shall we call you ?— | 


traitors! apostates to yourselves and society! a disgrace to the 
name of man! butI hope you will reflect, and come forward to 
help us, and never giveus the occasion toaddress you again on such 
a subject. 


But a word to those who are still in the bonds of union ;—=still } 


go on!—a brighter and happier day is before us !—success must 
attend our efforts, if we follow it up with energy !—let us give our 
hearts to the work, and set an example worthy to be followed by 
all! May God speed our every effort, and protect us in these 
competitive days of strife! Yours, &c., 

A LONGTON HOLLOW-WARE PRESSER. 





EMIGRATION.—Letrer No. XXIII. 

Drar Fatuer anp Motruer,—lI, with pleasure, take up my pen 
to address these few lines to you, hoping they will find you in the 
same good health as they leave me at present; for which I feel 
thankful to God. Wealth is a great blessing, and ought to be 
prized beyond all earthly gifts. I am sorry to hear of my brothe: 
James’ sickness, but I doubt not it is for the best. ‘ Affiiction 
cometh not out of the ground, for God doth not afflict willingly.” 
I hope brother James has committed his whole trust to God, with 
the full conviction that God is able to support, and save, him 
under his affliction. You will be desirous to know the state of 
my mind, I fecl, at this time, that I do not enjoy so much of the 


religion of Christ, as it is my duty to enjoy; but I feel thankful to } 


say, that this winter I have felt something of the powers of the 
saving grace of God! 

I have been to New Orleans this winter, on purpose to see the 
country. 
New Orleans, making sugar hogsheads. I don’t like the southern 
parts so well as the northern parts of America. I am gri¢ ved to 
hear of the untruths which James Roberts brought baek, relative 
to this country, when he returned to England; but you might be 
sure that if I did not like this part of Hlinois, I should have 
told you in my letters. ‘There is a better prospect here than 
in England for any man that has to work for his bread. A man 
might support himself and family with a little labour. There 
has been a very fine winter in this country; the crops look very 
promising. I put 25 acres of wheat in, the last fall, and it looks 
very cheering. I should like to have some of my brothers here to 
help me to harvest, as I expect it to be ready all at one time. 1 
shall have to hire hands to help me, which will cost me one dollai 
per day each man. Mr. Roberts told you, when he called at your 
house, that I had sold my land. This was correct; but I did not 
sell it from want: I sold it, because I found it a little too wet. 
Alfred Cook, I learn, is now well; but I have not seen him since 


I have come back. Whittager and Alice Smith are very well, and } 


send their kind respects to you. Henry Leach and wife send their 
love to you; they are well in health, and doing well. Thomas 
Fletcher sends his love to all enquiring friends: he bought Mr. 
Robert’s farm, when Mr. R. left. I hope the time is not far dis- 
tant when I shall have some or all of you coming to see me; for 
this is a land of liberty! and a land of plenty! Liberty! did I 
say? Yes, Illinois is truly a land of liberty! You may have 
full employment in England, and even then it would be hard work 
to make a living, but here you may make a living with one-fourth 
part of your time! 

When I was in New Orleans, I saw a great number from Eng- 
land, who had lately come over. Give my love to my brothers and 
sisters, and all enquiring friends. I pray and hope that we may 
all enjoy that religion for which Christ died, in order to purchase 


I have been at work a little while, 200 miles north of } 
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} the salvation of all mankind; and then I have not the shadow of 
a doubt, but that we shall live happily here on earth ; and should 


June 18, 1844. JOHN NADEN. 


| THE PHYSICAL, SOCIAL, AND MORAL CONDITION OF 


THE MANUFACTURING POPULATION. 
Continued from our last.) 
And now let us see to the poor girl who is thus disturbed 
}from her rest. The person at the window might knock and 


| hina till his patience was exhausted, before she would hear 


im; but the watchful, waking mother, well knowing the 
consequence of being too late, is now heard at the bedside of 
} her daughter, rousing the unwilling girl to another day of toil. At 
| length you hear her on the floor; the clock is striking five. Then, 
| for the first time, the girl becomes conscious of the neeessity for 
) haste ; and having slipped on her clothes, and (if she thinks ther 
| is time) washed herself, she takes a drink of cold coffee, which has 
| been left standing in the fire-place,a mouthful of bread (if she can 
}eat it), and having packed up her handkerchief, hastens to the 

factory. The bell rings as she leaves the threshold of her home 

Five minutes more, and she is in the factory, stripped and ready 
| for work, The clock strikes half past five; the engine starts, and 

her day’s work commences. 

“ At half past seven, and in some factories at eight, the engine 
slacks its pace (seldom stopping) for a short time, till the hands 

} have cleaned the machinery, and swallowed a little food. It then 
goes on again, and continues at full speed till twelve o’clock, when 
it stops for dinner. Previously to leaving the factory, and in her 
dinner-hour, she has her maehines to clean. The distance of the 
factory is about five minutes’ walk from her home. I noticed 
every day that she came in at half-past twelve, or within a minute 
or two, and once she was over the half-hour; the first thing she 
did, was to wash herself, then get her dinner (which she was seldom 
able to eat), and pack up her drinking for the afternoon. This 
| done, it was time to be on her way to work again where she remains, 
| without one minute’s relaxation, till seven o’clock; she then 
comes home and throws herself into a chair exhausted. This 
repeated six days in the week (save that on Saturdays, she may get 
| back a little earlier, say, an hour or two), can there be any wonder 
at their preferring to lic in bed till dinner time, instead of going to 

church on the serenth 7” 
| ‘This is a fair specimen of the life of a factory worker. Need it 

be wondered at, therefore, that such labour, combined with an 
} overheated atmosphere, scanty and innutrious food, filthy, ill-ven 
} tilated, and badly furnished dwellings, should produce a complica 
} tion of diseases, peculiar to those so situated ? 

In flax mills the work has to be prosecuted under the following 
circumstances :— 
“In these rooms I saw a great number of hot-water frames, or 
| frames in which every thread passes through hot water; the finer 
the threads to be spun, the hotter the water is required The 
steam arising from the hot water forms such a cloud that the win- 
| cows are obliged to be kept open, even in winter, to let it out.— 
| Each frame, the ceiling, the walls, and windows (seven of which 
were open in One room), were all covered with steam, and water, 
| which is constantly trickling down. In such a plaee as I have at- 
pena to describe, the women work twelve hours a-day. It is 

scarcely necessary to add, that they look pale and unhealthy. I 
| had almost said, unearthly ; which would perhaps have been the 
}more fitting term. Their wages are about 6s. a week, for full 
}time. Th:y have no dust to contend with in these rooms, their 

great enemy is steam. Their clothes, of course, are constantly 

wet, partly with steam, and partly with spray. Those who have 
{no steam around them, viz., the carders, &c., have the dust to 
| trouble them ; which is enough, at times, almost to choke them. 

Those who work in flax mills, suffer gre atly from colds, coughs, 

rheumatism, asthma, and a varicty of pulmonary complaints.” 

In cotton and woollen mills they are surrounded by different, 
j but not less destructive influences; and the consequence is, a 
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One 


general shortening of life, and feebleness of anita, 
fact places this result in a very clear light. 

‘Some of the very best regulated societies have found, that be- 
tween twenty and thirty years of age, a man in other occupations 
has a chance of being but little more than half a week per annum } 
indisposed. Between thirty and forty, the annual duration of 
sickness is found to be about two-thirds of a week each. But, on } 
referring to the Stockport tables, we find, that in the case of the 
823 persons therein-mentioned, although 790 were under twenty 
years of age, the sickness was very nearly two weeks each. Again, 
the ordinary Benefit Societies calculate upon their members be- } 
coming supernannuated at about sixty years of age ; whereas the { 
factory people, speaking generally, are superannuated before they } 
are forty, and immense numbers never reach twenty.”’ 

In consequence of the abandonment of their infant offspring to | } 
hireling strangers, by mothers who have to pursue their labours in 
the factories, more than one half (as shewn by the bills of mortali- 
tv for Manchester,) die before they have completed their fifth year. 
The effect of factory labour on the constitution of women 
render them unfit for child bearing numerous cases occurring in | 
which instraments have to be used—while a great many infants 
are still born, or die after birth. The exceedingly large 
mortality among the operatives in the cotton trade, is shewn by 
the comparison instituted between the morality of Manchester and | 
Birmingham, by Mr. Pare, the exregistrar of the latter town, by } 
which it appeared, that, ‘in the same aggregate of deaths, the | 
number in Birminghim under sicteen years of age did not exceed 
those in Manchester under THREE YEARS!” 

In addition to this immense destruction of life, through the } 
medium of disease generated by the system; large numbers are 
annually killed or maimed by accidents, and others crippled for } 
life, in consequence of the long standing required by their occupa- 
tion. The volume before us is full of cases in which the facts are } 
circumstantially related—and melancholy details they are. It} 
seems as though one was reading an account of some great battle, | 
rather than of the of industrial ocenpations; and these } 
i oine «1 to the thousands annually swept off by disease, induce us to 
bel of our manufacturing supremacy 
the nation quite as many lives as the Vittorias and Waterloos, 
which “ legitimacy’’ was sustained in the deadly wars of the early 
part of the present century. What the nation really gained, or 
gains by either, is another question, which some day or other will 
be asked, and answered too, in the manner it ought to be. 

Of the nature of the accidents which occur in the mills, 
lowing mav be taken 

“ Mary J s, being the mother of several children, worked 
a winder at Mr. Hope’s mill, Hulme, near Manchester ; she 
worked near an upright shaft, the coupling boxes of which were 
considerably above the floor, and the key that fastened them to- 
gether projected about two or three inches. These coupling boxes 
are for the purpose of coupling the shaft, nearly similar to the 
manner in which the several lengths of a fishing-rod are put to- 
gether, only not so neatly In passing the shaft one night, a few 
weeks ago, the Aey (which of course revolved with the shaft,) 
caught her clothes, and dragged her round for several minutes, 
no one could find the engineer to stop the engine. ‘The shaft was 
but a short distance from the wall, and her head and legs were 
dashed against the wall every time the shaft went round. The 
wall was so covered with blood and hair, that it had to be imme- 
diately white-washed. She was taken away a lifeless corpse. The 
shaft had formerly been protected by some machinery, but which 
had been removed.” (To be continued ) 


CARNATION SHOW! — 
MR. LANCASTER 


EGS to inform his Friends and numerous acquaintance, that 

he has entered upon, and wil! commence business at, the House 
Ornposite Tue Kino's Heap, Suerton, on The Ist. of August, 
1844. Asplendid exhibition of Flowers, consisting of CARNA- 
TIONS, PICCATEES, &c., &e., will commence on Saturday, the 

ord. of August, and will continue during the Wakes. } 


MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENTS AS USUAL. 
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and by their extensive 


| assortment of Hats and Caps still remains unrivalled for 


_THE POTTERS'’ EXAMINER 


“NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS, 


FITZHUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREB PIAZZas 
LIVERPOOL, 


Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 
Of large Tonnage, for the following Ports, 


NEW YORK, BOSTON, 
PHILADELPHIA, and 
BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 
} And which are intended to sail punctually on their appointed days, 
} They are fitted up expressly for the comfort and convenience of 
| Cabin, Second Cabin, and Steerage Passengers. Persons about to 
| emigrate, may save themselves the expense and delay of waiting in 
} Liverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which will be im 


| mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 


they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 


| on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 


| &e. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 
Time, Passengers will be paid for detention. 

Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 
Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, according to Aet of 
Parliament, without extra charge. 

“ISAAC ALLERTON,’ 


For New Ox eans, ’ to sail 6th August 


GF Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 
Mr. Tuomas Cowarp, King Street, Burslem. 


To the Inde reer Operatives 
Potteries ! 
TO BUY 
GO TO 
SALESBU RY, 
IHTAT DEPOTS, BURSLEM, 
TONTINE STREET, HANLEY, 
JHE RE you will find Beaver am) Silk Hats, French and 
Paris Hats, Beaver Bonnets, and Caps, in great variety 
Observe they are the sole Manufacturers of their own goods, 
Business, they are determined to sell at 


k returns ! 


of the Staffordsh ire 


IF YOU WANT A CHEAP HAT, 
AND Co.'s 


OR CORNER OF 


small profits, and quic 


FASHION! ELEGANCE!! & CHEAPNESS!!! 
GEORCE WIQLEY, 
MARKET PLAC.E, BURSLEM, 


HAVING received a superb assortment of Fashwnable HATS for 
the season, and which have been selected with a view to supply an 





| excellent and beautiful article on reasonable terms, begs leave to_call 
| the attention of the public to the same 


Heads of Families are respectfully reminded, that his Juvenile 
j Taste, 
Hat Cases, 
now on sale at the lowest pres 
THE BEDFORD ARMS’ TAP 

Has now acquired a celebrity for the genuine qualities of the Owo 
EnGLish Nut Brown ALE; and G. W, respectfully assures his 
numerous friends, that he shall continue to cherish a pride in supply- 
ing the pure article of Home-brewed Ale, together with Spirits, 
Cigars, Cyder, and Porter, Bottled and Draught, of the finest 
quality and flavour ! 


Elegance, and Economy, and is suited for all ages. 
Travelling Caps, Carpet-bags, &c., 
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